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January 8, 2001 

Heavy snowfall a blessing for
boaters, marinas
PORTAGE (AP) -- While most of the Midwest curses this winter's heavy snowfall,
boaters around Lake Michigan may finally see some relief from last year's record low
water levels.

"Let it snow. That's my motto," said Portage Marina Assistant Harbormaster Kimmy
Richmond.

Lake Michigan is 7 inches below its level from a year ago and only 7 inches above the
all-time low for January, according to the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers.

Richmond recalls problems last fall getting some large boats out of the marina because
of sand bars.

"The public launch would have been useless if we would have lost much more water,"
she said.

In Michigan City, Port Authority Harbormaster Scott Westphal does not expect winter's
recent blast to have an immediate impact on the depth of the lake, but, he said, "this is
what we needed to at least stop the downward cycle and begin to reverse it.

"I hope it keeps snowing for two more months," he said.

Experts don't know how much the lake could rise, but the 2- to 3-foot drop since the late
1990s won't be made up instantly, said Allan Fisher, a meteorologist with the National
Weather Service in Chicago.

Experts blame several years of mild winters with below-average snowfall for reducing
water levels.

"These are long cycles. They take several years to evolve. One year is not going to make
a significant difference," Fisher said.

This winter's heavy precipitation is welcome, particularly because of last year's
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prediction by the Army Corps of Engineers that levels on southern Lake Michigan could
drop 8 inches or more and break the all-time low set in 1964.

In Michigan City, 130 municipal boat slips have been rendered unusable because of
shallow water.

"Even if we get half of those slips back, it would be a huge benefit," Westphal said.
"We're all getting tired of pushing snow, but this is what we need."

The weather station at the Indiana Dunes National Lakeshore measured 31 1/2 inches
since the season's first snowfall.

The bitter cold has also helped because ice on the lake slows evaporation, Fisher said.

John Love, a scientist with the Army Corps of Engineers in Detroit, said northern
regions of lakes Michigan, Huron and Superior also need more precipitation.

"It took us three years of near-record snowfalls to get to the high lake levels in 1997.
The winter is not going to change the landscape, but we need to start somewhere," Love
said.
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